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The Massachusetts Coalition for Water Resources Stewardship presents the 

5
th

 ANNUAL WATER RESOURCES STRATEGIES SYMPOSIUM 

 

“Water’s Worth It ™: 

The Path Forward to Sustainable and Affordable Water Infrastructure" 

 Friday, May 16, 2014 

Marriott Courtyard Boston Marlborough  

75 Felton Street, Marlborough, MA 

EVENT PROGRAM 
 

7:30 – 8:30 AM  Check-in and Continental Breakfast 
 

8:30 – 8:45 AM Welcoming Remarks  
Robert D. Cox, Jr., Esq., Symposium Moderator 

   Partner, Bowditch & Dewey, LLP, Worcester, MA 

   
   Philip D. Guerin, Coalition President 

Director of Environmental Systems, Worcester Department of Public Works & 

Parks 

 

8:45 – 10:00 AM  Integrated Planning Panel 
   William Taylor, Esq. 

   Partner, Pierce Atwood 

   Bill Arcieri, CPESQ, CPSWQ 

   Senior Water Resource Scientist, VHB  

Todd Brown 

Vice President, Tighe & Bond, Inc. 

Thomas Hamel 

Project Supervisor, City of Chicopee 

Frederic P. Andes, Esq. 

Partner, Barnes & Thornburg, LLP 

Panelists will present a variety of topics related to integrated planning including 

The Promise & Practicality of Integrated Planning and Permitting, A City at the 

Crossroads: Chicopee Pursues an Integrated Water Resources Management Plan, 

and Applying EPA’s Integrated Planning Framework to Addressing Wet-

Weather Discharges. The panel will include presentations from each group and 

discussion.  
 

10:00 – 10:15 AM Break 
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10:15 – 10:45 AM Legal and Regulatory Update: What’s New for Region 1 

 Robert D. Cox, Jr., Esq. 

 Partner, Bowditch & Dewey, LLP, Worcester, MA 

 This presentation will summarize recent decisions, permitting actions, and trends 

in EPA Region 1 and Massachusetts, including a discussion of the Environmental 

Appeals Board’s decision issued on December 2, 2013 in the Town of Newmarket 

Wastewater Treatment Plant matter, Region 1’s evolving interpretation of its 

legal authority under the Clean Water Act and NPDES Permit program to include 

owners/operators of municipal satellite collection systems as "co-permittees,” 

and recent NPDES permitting appeals. 

 

10:45 – 11:15 AM 30 Towns Collaborating for Cost Savings, Efficiency in MS4 

Compliance and Water Quality 

 Robert D. McNeil III, P.E. 

 Director of Public Works, Town of Millbury 

 Aubrey Strause, P.E. 

 Verdant Water, PLLC 

 Long before the New England Stormwater Collaborative was formed, 30 Towns 

in central Massachusetts were already making a regional partnership pay off for 

stormwater management. Funded initially by a FY2012 Community Innovation 

Challenge Grant, the CMRSWC grew from 13 to 30 communities in its second 

year as more infrastructure managers learned about the work being 

accomplished. Now going into its third year, the CMRSWC will use performance 

management techniques to hone its effectiveness and will improve self-reliance, 

as it plans to take its 30 towns through a process to evaluate each one’s ability to 

sustainably fund the program needed to comply with stormwater management 

requirements in the new Massachusetts MS4 Permit (Draft anticipated in early 

2014). The CMRSWC’s core objectives have focused on the cost efficiencies of 

a regional approach, self-governance through a Steering Committee, and sharing 

its products with other communities. In fact, most of its flagship products – a 

SWPPP template and 15 Standard Operating Procedures that serve as stormwater 

BMP's, among them – are available on its website, 

www.CentralMAStormwater.org, for anyone to use. At the MCWRS May 2014 

Symposium, core members of the Steering Committee will not only present 

highlights of the CMRSWC’s work to date, but also discuss how the group’s 

approach to management has led to its success by all standards. 

 

11:15 – 11:45 AM Great Bay Municipal Coalition: Demanding Sound Science Pays Off 
Dean Peschel 

Consultant, Peschel Consulting (representing Great Bay Municipal Coalition) 

During the year 2013 several important accomplishments occurred for the Great 

Bay Municipal Coalition (GBMC). 

1. A calibrated hydrodynamic model of the Great Bay estuary was prepared by 

Hydoqual/HDR for GBMC, which has yielded many important insights. 

2. The appeal of the Newmarket, NH NPDES permit before the Environmental 

Appeals Board was denied. 

3. The NHDES agreed to conduct a Peer Review of the 2009 NHDES Numeric 

Nutrient Criteria jointly with GBMC. The Peer Review final report was 

issued in February 2014. 

http://www.centralmastormwater.org/
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4. GBMC and NHDES settled their lawsuit before the NH Supreme Court and 

agreed to work cooperatively to develop the additional science needed to 

properly assess what level of nutrient reduction is needed in the Great Bay 

estuary. 

5. In light of the Peer Review report, NHDES has agreed to withdraw the total 

nitrogen thresholds for estuary waters established in the 2009 Numeric 

Nutrient Criteria of 0.3 mg/l TN for eelgrass protection and 0.45 mg/l TN to 

maintain DO. NHDES will no longer use these thresholds to determine 

nutrient impairments in their 2014 303(d) impairment listings determinations. 

6. GBMC communities have taken significant action to substantially reduce 

nitrogen discharges at their wasterwater facilities. 

With these events GBMC and other watershed communities can proceed on a 

path of adaptive management as proposed by GBMC in 2011, where nitrogen 

reductions are begun while additional monitoring and analysis can determine the 

necessary nitrogen reductions needed in a cost effective sustainable manner. 

GBMC communities have invested significant resources in technical, legal, and 

political efforts to assure their rate payers that their investments in wastewater 

upgrades will have the desired environmental benefits. 

 

11:45 – 12:45 PM Plated Lunch and Presentation of the Joseph J. Superneau 

Leadership Award 

 

   The Local Perspective 
12:45 – 1:15 PM  Scott A. Jordan 

Undersecretary, Executive Office for Administration and Finance, 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

1:15 – 1:45 PM  Timothy P. Murray 

   President and CEO, Worcester Regional Chamber of Commerce 

 

1:45 – 2:15 PM   Keynote Address 
Cynthia Giles 

   Assistant Administrator for the Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance 

United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Washington D.C. 

Cynthia Giles will discuss the Environmental Protection Agency’s recent 

enforcement efforts to protect the nation’s waterways. Through its Next 

Generation Compliance strategy, EPA is taking advantage of cutting edge 

technologies and innovative approaches to reduce pollution and increase 

compliance with the law. Ms. Giles will detail recent examples of settlements 

that include modern solutions like integrated planning and green infrastructure 

that are helping cities and municipalities save costs, cut pollution and improve 

quality of life for residents. 

 

2:15 – 2:45 PM The National Perspective 
 Ken P. Kirk 

 Executive Director, National Association of Clean Water Agencies  

The Clean Water Act is now almost 45 years old, and while it is arguably one of 

the most successful environmental statutes, it has begun to show its age.  The 

cost to remove increasingly small levels of pollution from point source 

discharges, rising population, and growing concerns about utility resiliency as 

weather patterns grow more uncertain are just a few of the challenges that the 
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Clean Water Act must now address.  Mr. Kirk will provide his perspective on 

where we go from here – What changes need to be made? How much time do we 

need to address the remaining pollution challenges? And who will pay for it 

all?  Much has changed over the past 40 plus years and the clean water 

community has already started to adapt to this new normal.  Even U.S. EPA has 

acknowledged that business as usual will no longer work, releasing its Integrated 

Planning Framework in June 2012.  But more work is needed to provide utilities 

with the flexibility they need and to move the entire water sector toward a more 

holistic, One Water mindset. 

 

2:45 – 3:00 PM   Closing Remarks, Philip Guerin and Robert Cox 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Please note all PowerPoint presentations will be available on the website after the event at www.mcwrs.org. 

 

"Water's Worth It" is a registered trademark of the Water Environment Federation.  

http://www.mcwrs.org/

