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MODERATOR 

 
Robert D. Cox, Jr., Esquire 

Partner, Bowditch & Dewey, LLP, Worcester, MA 

Bob Cox works on a wide range of environmental matters, providing clients with advice on compliance and 

enforcement relating to water, wetlands, air, hazardous waste, solid waste, and other matters before the 

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) 

and local regulatory boards. He has significant experience in National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 

(NPDES) water permitting, including appeals of NPDES permits to the Environmental Appeals Board (EAB) and 

administrative appeals and hearings on MassDEP issued permits. Mr. Cox regularly advises clients on 

Brownfields development activities and on strategies to limit or shift environmental liability risks in real estate or 

business transfers. He also represents clients in state and federal courts on cost recovery claims under 

Massachusetts General Law’s Chapter 21E and the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and 

Liability Act (CERCLA). Mr. Cox is recognized as one of the top environmental lawyers in Massachusetts by 

Chambers USA, America’s Leading Lawyers for Business. He has been selected by his peers as one of The Best 

Lawyers in America in the practice areas of Environmental Law and Environmental Litigation. He has been 

named a Massachusetts Super Lawyer by Boston Magazine and New England Super Lawyers Magazine since 

2004. He is a frequent speaker on environmental law and author of many publications on current topics related to 

the practice of environmental law. 

 

SPEAKERS 

 
Frederic P. Andes, Esq 
Partner, Barnes & Thornburg, LLP 

Fred Andes is a partner in the Chicago and Washington, D.C. offices of Barnes & Thornburg LLP. He is 

Administrator of the Environmental Department for the firm’s Chicago office, and the leader of the firm's Water 

Team. He advises trade associations, industries, and municipalities on TMDLs, permits, and other water quality 

matters on the state and federal levels, including development of water quality standards, listings, TMDLs, and 

permit conditions. He is extensively involved in development of permits and regulations concerning combined 

sewer overflow (CSO) and sanitary sewer overflow (SSO) discharges, publicly-owned treatment works (POTWs), 

municipal separate storm sewer systems (MS4s) and other Clean Water Act issues faced by municipalities. Mr. 

Andes graduated cum laude from Harvard Law School. He obtained his undergraduate degree from Northwestern 

University. Mr. Andes is a member of the Illinois State, District of Columbia, and American Bar Associations. He 

is admitted to practice in the state of Illinois, the District of Columbia, the U.S. District Courts for the Northern 

District of Illinois and the District of Columbia, and the U.S. Courts of Appeals for the First, Second, Fourth, 

Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, Ninth, Tenth, Eleventh, and D.C. Circuits. 
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Bill Arcieri, CPESQ, CPSWQ 

Senior Water Resource Scientist, VHB 

Bill Arcieri is a Senior Water Resource Scientist in VHB’s Environmental Services Group.  He has more than 24 

years of experience in stormwater management, watershed modeling, environmental permitting and designing 

stormwater treatment practices. Mr. Arcieri has a Bachelor of Science degree in Hydrology from the University of 

New Hampshire and a Master of Science degree in Water Resources from the University of Rhode Island.   He is 

a member of the Association of Watershed and Stormwater Professionals and a Certified Professional in 

Stormwater Quality.  Mr. Arcieri is currently serving as the Project Manager for the Integrated Planning and 

Permitting Study for the Town of Durham and the University of New Hampshire.  This effort seeks to develop a 

watershed based plan to use nonpoint source controls to offset more costly wastewater treatment upgrades and 

combine the permit requirements of three separate federal permits in one Integrated Permit. 

 

Todd Brown 

Vice President, Tighe & Bond, Inc. 

Todd Brown is a professional engineer and a Vice President at Tighe & Bond, Inc., a civil and environmental 

consulting engineering firm.  He graduated from the University of New Hampshire with a Bachelor of Science 

degree in Hydrology and a Master of Science degree in Civil Engineering.  After college, he spent 4 years on 

active duty as an environmental engineer in the Army. For the past 25 years, Mr. Brown has been with Tighe & 

Bond, working on a broad range of projects including municipal wastewater treatment and collection, sewer 

separation and CSO compliance, water distribution, roadways, environmental assessments, biosolids, and 

industrial wastewater treatment. 

 

Cynthia Giles 

Assistant Administrator for the Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance, United States Environmental 

Protection Agency (EPA), Washington, D.C. 

Cynthia Giles has more than 30 years of service in the public, private and non-profit sectors. She prosecuted civil 

violators of environmental laws as an Assistant United States Attorney in Philadelphia, led the water protection 

program for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, served as the Director of Enforcement Coordination for EPA 

Region 3, and before returning to EPA, was the Director of the Conservation Law Foundation's Advocacy Center 

in Rhode Island, where she advocated for laws and policies to combat climate change and promote clean energy.  

Ms. Giles has a BA from Cornell University, a JD from the University of California at Berkeley and an MPA 

from the Harvard University Kennedy School of Government. 

 

Thomas Hamel 
Project Supervisor, City of Chicopee 

Tom Hamel is the City of Chicopee, MA’s Project Supervisor for Capital Improvement Projects within the City’s 

wastewater collection and flood control systems.  Prior to this current position, he spent over 30 years as the Chief 

Operator of the City’s Water Pollution Control Facility. 

 

Scott A. Jordan 

Undersecretary, Executive Office for Administration and Finance, Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

Scott Jordan has served in Governor Deval Patrick’s Executive Office for Administration and Finance since 2009, 

first as Assistant Secretary for Capital Finance and Intergovernmental Affairs and now as Undersecretary.  Mr. 

Jordan’s responsibilities include management of the Patrick Administration’s $17 billion five-year capital 

investment plan, the Commonwealth’s capital financing programs, including the state’s $2 billion annual bonding 

program, and the Infrastructure Investment Incentive Program (“I-Cubed”).  He is also responsible oversight of 

independent state authorities, and represents the Administration on the boards of the Massachusetts Convention 

Center Authority, the Massachusetts Water Pollution Abatement Trust, MassDevelopment, the Massachusetts 

Technology Collaborative, the Massachusetts Technology Development Corporation, and the Massachusetts 

Clean Energy Center.  In addition, he serves on the Governor’s Military Asset and Security Strategy Task Force, 

Accelerated Bridge Oversight Council, and chairs the Commonwealth’s Capital Debt Affordability Committee. 

Mr. Jordan previously served as Executive Director of the Massachusetts Water Pollution Abatement Trust, the 

Commonwealth’s drinking water and wastewater infrastructure financing fund, with more than $5 billion of 

assets, and loans to 277 of the Commonwealth’s 351 cities and towns. He also served as Director of Budget and 

Finance for the City of Lawrence, Director of Debt Finance in the Massachusetts Executive Office of 
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Administration and Finance, and Deputy Director of the Massachusetts Office of Tax Policy Analysis. Mr. Jordan 

holds a master’s degree in public administration from Harvard’s Kennedy School of Government and a bachelor’s 

degree in economics from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst.  He resides in Amesbury with his wife, 

Rebecca, and their three children. 

 

Ken P. Kirk 

Executive Director, National Association of Clean Water Agencies 

Ken Kirk is the Executive Director of the National Association of Clean Water Agencies (NACWA), formerly 

known as the Association of Metropolitan Sewerage Agencies (AMSA).  Prior to joining NACWA, he worked 

with a Washington, DC-based private consulting firm, where he had responsibility for the management of several 

associations, including AMSA; worked in the Environmental Protection Agency's Office of Legislation; and 

served as Public Affairs Manager at the Water Environment Federation.  Mr. Kirk has degrees from New York 

University, the Georgetown University Law Center and the George Washington University Law Center, where his 

specialty was environmental law.  Mr. Kirk also serves as co-chair of the Water Infrastructure Network, a broad-

based coalition dedicated to preserving and protecting the health, environmental and economic gains that 

America's drinking water and wastewater infrastructure provide.  He helped found – and is a past president and 

current Board Member of – the U.S. Water Alliance, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization established to explore the 

complex issue of water sustainability and plan for the future by improving public awareness that advances 

holistic, watershed-based approaches to water quality and quantity challenges. 

 

Robert D. McNeil III, P.E. 

Director of Public Works, Town of Millbury 

Robert McNeil is the Director of Public Works for the Town of Millbury, MA. A registered Professional Engineer 

in Massachusetts, Mr. McNeil serves on the Board of Directors for both the New England Chapter of the 

American Public Works Association and the Upper Blackstone Water Pollution Abatement District. He has been 

a core member of the Central Massachusetts Regional Stormwater Coalition (CMRSWC) from its inception and 

an advocate for creating resources and products that save the CMRSWC members time and money, making it 

easier to comply with MS4 Permit requirements. 

 

Timothy P. Murray 
President and CEO, Worcester Regional Chamber of Commerce 

Tim Murray became President and CEO of the Worcester Regional Chamber of Commerce in June of 2013. He 

leads a team of professionals serving the region’s business community by focusing on economic development, 

public policy, member services, and other activities that contribute to a vibrant business climate. The Chamber’s 

mission of recruit, retain, and incubate aims to bring new businesses to the region, retain existing businesses, and 

nurture those in emerging sectors. Prior to the Chamber, Mr. Murray was elected Lieutenant Governor of the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts in 2006, following a historic grassroots campaign alongside Governor Deval 

Patrick. As Lieutenant Governor, he worked to promote job growth, delivered landmark reforms in ethics, 

education, pensions, and the transportation system. Mr. Murray led the Patrick-Murray administration’s 

negotiation with CSX regarding the historic acquisition of tracks across the Commonwealth and facilitated 

Massport’s acquisition of Worcester Regional Airport. As Lieutenant Governor, he chaired the National 

Lieutenant Governor’s Association. A life-long Worcester resident, he is a former three-term Mayor of Worcester, 

New England's second largest city. Under Mr. Murray’s leadership, Worcester experienced unprecedented 

progress, with $1 billion of new economic development projects, such as Gateway Park and City Square, that are 

helping to transform an older industrial city into one that is well positioned to lead and grow in the new economy. 

He attended public schools in Worcester and St. John's High School in Shrewsbury. Mr. Murray studied at 

Fordham University in New York City and put himself through Western New England College School of Law, 

attending classes at night, while working days as a substitute teacher and housing advocate. Following law school, 

he became a partner in the Worcester firm of Tattan, Leonard and Murray. Mr. Murray and his wife Tammy 

(Sullivan), also a Worcester native, continue to live there and are proudly raising their two daughters, Helen and 

Katerine. 
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Dean Peschel 

Consultant, Peschel Consulting 

Dean Peschel is a graduate of the University of New Hampshire with a Bachelor of Science in Geology and a 

master’s degree in Soil Science and Engineering Geology from Oklahoma State University. He has more than 35 

years of experience in project planning, natural resource management, land development and management of 

utility systems capital improvement projects. Mr. Peschel has spent more than 21 years in municipal government, 

eight years in the Planning Department followed by fourteen years managing a wide range of infrastructure 

projects including wastewater, public water supply and stormwater. He managed the Cocheco River dredge 

project from permitting through completion and the closure of a superfund municipal landfill. Mr. Peschel is 

currently an environmental consultant and owner of Peschel Consulting LLC in Dover, NH. He represents Dover 

in the Great Bay Municipal Coalition; is part of the Southeast Watershed Alliance (SWA) Board of Directors; and 

is chairman of the Seacoast Stormwater Coalition, an organization of MS4 communities in Seacoast, NH. 

 

Aubrey Strause, P.E. 

Verdant Water, PLLC 

Aubrey Strause is the owner of Verdant Water, PLLC, a wastewater and stormwater consulting firm, and the 2014 

President of the Maine WasteWater Control Association. Already working with several of the Central 

Massachusetts Regional Stormwater Coalition (CMRSWC) communities (with Tata & Howard) when the first 

Community Innovation Challenge Grant application was made available, she helped design the work plan for 

FY2012 and managed the project budget. Ms. Strause continued to help facilitate the work in FY2013 as a 

subconsultant, and co-wrote the grant application for FY2014. She has closely tracked the development of revised 

MS4 Permits in New Hampshire and Massachusetts for several years – knowledge that benefits the CMRSWC. 

Ms. Strause is a member of the NEWEA and WEF Collection Systems Committees and the NEWEA Stormwater 

Committee. 

 

 

William Taylor, Esq. 

Partner, Pierce Atwood 

William Taylor is a partner at Pierce Atwood in Portland, ME. Since joining Pierce Atwood's Environmental 

Group in 1984, he has devoted his legal practice to matters related to water law, waste discharge, stormwater, and 

natural resource licensing, compliance counseling, rulemaking, auditing and enforcement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"Water's Worth It" is a registered trademark of the Water Environment Federation. 


