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Agenda
7:30 AM Check-in and Continental Breakfast 

8:30 AM Welcoming Remarks 
  Robert D. Cox, Jr., Esq., Symposium Moderator 
  Partner, Bowditch & Dewey, LLP 
  Philip D. Guerin, Coalition President 
  Director of Water, Sewer, and Environmental Systems, Department of Public Works & Parks 
  City of  Worcester
8:45 AM Keynote Address  
  Honorable Karyn Polito 
  Lieutenant Governor, Commonwealth of Massachusetts

9:15 AM The Significance of Reporting Methodologies in Stringent Phosphorus NPDES Permits  
  Elena Proakis Ellis, P.E., BCEE 
  City Engineer, City of Melrose

Throughout the United States, National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permits are 
incorporating increasingly stringent limits on the discharge of nutrients from point source dischargers. 
There is a commonality in the numeric values typical of low level nutrient standards among many 
regions of the country where nutrient enrichment has become a focus. However, there is variation 
in the way such limits are required to be calculated and reported, per the wording of individual 
NPDES permits, which can have a significant impact on the ability of a facility to meet the permitted 
standards. This presentation examines the various methods of calculating phosphorus permit limits 
and their impact on permit compliance using data from four wastewater treatment facilities in U. S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 1.
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9:45 AM Legal & Regulatory Update for Region 1 
  Robert D. Cox, Jr., Esq.  
  Partner, Bowditch & Dewey, LLP

This presentation will review what’s new in Region I on the legal and regulatory side of water 
management. The presentation will provide an update to last year’s program to review recent 
developments in case law, administrative decisions, and regulations concerning drinking water, 
wastewater, stormwater, and Clean Water Act compliance.

10:15 AM  Break

10:30 AM I/I Requirements for Sewer Authorities 
  Kevin Brander, P.E.  
  Section Chief, Wastewater Management Section, Massachusetts Department of     
  Environmental Protection

The Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection’s (MassDEP’s) Guidelines for Performing 
Infiltration/Inflow (I/I) Analyses and Sewer System Evaluation Surveys were last revised in 1993. 
MassDEP will be issuing draft revisions to the I/I guidance in 2016 to update the guidance to current 
technical information and regulatory standards.

  
  A Discussion of Traditional & Alternative I/I Approaches 
  David M. Elmer, P.E. 
  Vice President, Weston & Sampson

There are numerous approaches to identifying and quantifying infiltration and inflow (I/I) within the 
collection system. Traditional approaches begin with flow metering and progress through various field 
investigation techniques to focus rehabilitation dollars on the most cost-effective defects. Alternative 
approaches may bypass initial flow metering and use existing data to direct the I/I program. Other 
programs cast a wider net and include elements like persistent operation and maintenance issues, 
such as roots and grease, and properties with repetitive insurance claims.

11:00 AM  I/I Communities Panel  
  James Barsanti, P.E. 
  Assistant Director of Water and Wastewater, Town of Framingham
  Paul J. Moosey, P.E.  
  Commissioner of Public Works & Parks, City of Worcester
  Richard P. Rodgers, P. E. 
  Town Engineer, Town of Danvers
  Joshua Schimmel 
  Executive Director, Springfield Water and Sewer Commission

Under the new requirements of 314 CMR 12.00, all sewer system authorities will need to submit 
an Infiltration/Inflow Analysis and a recommended plan for mitigating impacts by December 
2017. Panelists will discuss how their communities address I/I in their sewer systems. Each panelist 
represents a particular perspective and will outline actionable strategies for communities of different 
sizes in tackling I/I with and without dedicated funding or resources.
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12:00 PM  Plated Lunch and Presentation of the Joseph J. Superneau Leadership Award 
  
1:00 PM  MassDEP Water Program Update 
  Bethany A. Card  
  Deputy Commissioner, Policy and Planning, MassDEP

Douglas Fine 
Assistant Commissioner, Water Resources, MassDEP
Rebecca Weidman 
Director, Division of Watershed Management, MassDEP
Leadership from MassDEP will provide new information about the agency’s efforts to seek 
authorization of the federal NPDES program. In addition, there will be discussion about MassDEP’s 
role in implementation of the recently released MA Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System 
(MS4) General Permit. Lastly, the team will provide a status update on water quality standards review 
and revisions.

1:45 PM  MS 4-Thought  
  Virginia Roach, P. E. 
  Vice President, CDM Smith

EPA issued the final Massachusetts Small MS4 General Permit on April 13, 2016, effective July 1, 2017. 
This presentation summarizes the final permit requirements, implementation schedule, and potential 
costs to MS4 communities, then gives examples of creative measures some communities have already 
taken in preparing for the impending Massachusetts and New Hampshire permits.

2:15 PM  Update on National Clean Water Developments and Impacts for New England 
  Fredric P. Andes, Esq.  
  Partner, Barnes & Thornburg, LLP

The presentation will provide a summary of important recent developments on Clean Water Act issues 
at the national level. Issues to be discussed include integrated planning, Combined Sewer Overflow 
(CSO) plans, stormwater permits, nutrient limits, affordability concerns, and water quality standards. 
It will focus on how these developments could affect municipal dischargers in Massachusetts and 
elsewhere in New England.

2:45 PM  Closing Remarks  
  Robert D. Cox, Jr., Esq., Symposium Moderator 
  Partner, Bowditch & Dewey, LLP 
  Philip D. Guerin, Coalition President 
  Director of Water, Sewer, and Environmental Systems, Department of Public Works & Parks, City of   
  Worcester

Please note all PowerPoint presentations will be available on the website after the event at www.mcwrs.org.

If you are a Certified Wastewater Treatment Plant Operator and are interested in earning 4 Training Contact 
Hours (TCHs) from this event, please sign in at the registration table.
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Special thanks to our  
Sponsors:

Silver

Thank you to the Symposium Planning Committee 
and the MCWRS Board of Directors for their help 
in developing this exciting program and securing 
our exceptional speakers!
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The Massachusetts Coalition for Water Resources 
Stewardship (MCWRS) is a nonprofit organization 
committed to promoting watershed-based 
policies and regulations that effectively manage 
and conserve water resources. MCWRS is unique 
in its focus on protecting municipalities’ interests 
in an ever changing regulatory environment. 
Increasingly stringent limits, escalating costs, aging 
infrastructure, competing demands for services, and 
unfunded mandates are of enormous concern to our 
members. 

We promote the use of scientifically based, fiscally 
responsible approaches to realize environmental 
and community goals. MCWRS monitors and 
responds to policy and regulatory proposals and 
actions, which always entail a cost to communities. 
We use advocacy, education, and research to 
raise awareness about the need for sound and 
sensible solutions that protect the environment and 
public health without bankrupting communities. 
Members include municipalities; public agencies 
that transport and treat drinking water, wastewater 
and stormwater; quasi-government agencies; 
and private organizations that share MCWRS’s 
commitment to the principles of stewardship and 
sustainability.

MCWRS is THE voice for environmental, social, 
and fiscal responsibility. We’ve made great strides 
in reframing the issues, but we need your support 
to ensure that we can continue to effectively protect 
communities’ interests in policy and regulatory 
decision making. Please join us and become a 
member! Membership information can be found in 
your Symposium folder and on our website at   
www.mcwrs.org. If you have questions, email us 
at info@mcwrs.org or call 617-357-5772. Follow 
us on social media to learn about the latest water 
resources industry news!


