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SPEAKERS (cont’d)

Joshua Schimmel
Executive Director, Springfield Water and Sewer Commission 

Joshua Schimmel has over 20 years of experience in the wastewater industry. He has a Bachelor of Science degree 
from the University of Massachusetts in Environmental Science. Mr. Schimmel has managed Springfield’s CSO  
Program for the past decade and has extensive experience with federal and state regulatory requirements  
governing CSOs and wastewater collection systems. He is an active member of  WEF and NEWEA, and has a Grade 
IV Collection System Certificate and a Grade 4M Wastewater Operators License.

Art K. Umble, PhD, P.E., BCEE, WEF Fellow
Global Wastewater Practice Leader, MWH now part of Stantec

Art Umble currently leads the Global Wastewater Practice for MWH/Stantec, focusing on municipal and industrial 
wastewater treatment technologies, with an emphasis on converting waste streams to value streams. Dr. Umble 
provides technical analysis and review support to design teams for new and rehabilitated wastewater treatment 
plants, with a focus on nutrient removal and recovery facilities, process optimization for treatment capacity and 
energy management, wet weather treatment, solids processing and disposal facilities, disinfection systems, and 
emerging contaminant removal technology. Dr. Umble is a national leader in initiatives involving the promotion 
of environmental sustainable systems, from watershed planning to pollution prevention. He serves on numerous 
steering committees for WEF, including the Leaders Innovation Forum for Technology (LIFT), the Water Environment 
& Reuse Foundation (WE&RF) Intensification of Resource Recovery Conference, and serves as Director for the 
Community of Practice for Resource Recovery Design Committee for WEF. He is also engaged in research by 
serving as Vice-Chair of the Research Advisory Council for WE&RF, and provides peer review for WE&RF on various 
collaborative research projects. Dr. Umble has a B.S. in Civil Engineering from Kansas State University and a Ph.D. in 
Civil Engineering from the University of Notre Dame.

Rebecca Weidman
Director, Division of Watershed Management, Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection

Rebecca Weidman joined MassDEP’s Bureau of Water Resources in 2013. She is the Director of the Division of 
Watershed Management; in this capacity, she oversees MassDEP’s drinking water, monitoring and assessment, and 
water management act programs. Prior to joining MassDEP, Ms. Weidman worked in both the private and non-profit 
sectors, with a focus on water resources and drinking water issues. Ms. Weidman has a B.A. in Biology from Carleton 
College and a master’s degree in environmental management from Yale’s School of Forestry and Environmental 
Studies.

MODERATOR, SPEAKER, AND PANELIST BIOS
MODERATOR

Robert D. Cox, Jr., Esq.
Partner, Bowditch & Dewey, LLP

Bob Cox works on a wide range of environmental matters, providing clients with advice on compliance and 
enforcement relating to water, wetlands, air, hazardous waste, solid waste, and other matters before the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP), and 
local regulatory boards. He has significant experience in National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) 
water permitting, including appeals of NPDES permits to the Environmental Appeals Board (EAB) and administrative 
appeals and hearings on MassDEP issued permits. Mr. Cox is recognized as one of the top environmental lawyers in 
Massachusetts by Chambers USA, America’s Leading Lawyers for Business. He has been selected by his peers as one 
of The Best Lawyers in America in the practice areas of Environmental Law and Environmental Litigation. He has been 
named a Massachusetts Super Lawyer by Boston Magazine and New England Super Lawyers Magazine since 2004.

SPEAKERS

Donald L. Anglehart
Owner, Law Office of Donald L. Anglehart, LLC

Donald Anglehart has his law office in Cambridge, Massachusetts. He represents municipalities, energy companies, 
manufacturers, investors, and banks on a wide range of environmental and contract law issues. Mr. Anglehart has 
over 30 years of experience in environmental infrastructure, litigation, and regulatory matters, including prior stints 
at EPA and as general counsel of an alternative energy company. His previous law firm affiliations include Testa, 
Hurwitz & Thibeault, where he was a partner and the chair of the environmental practice group from 1991 to 2005, 
and Gadsby & Hannah, where he was a partner and the chair of its environmental practice from 1984 to 1988.
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George Hawkins
CEO and General Manager, DC Water 

George Hawkins serves as Chief Executive Officer (CEO) of DC Water. Mr. Hawkins is transforming DC Water into an 
innovative, customer-oriented enterprise. DC Water is implementing the $2.6 billion Clean Rivers Project to nearly 
eliminate CSOs, investing $950 million to reduce nutrients for the Chesapeake Bay, and finishing a $470 million waste-
to-energy program to produce a marketable nutrient and generate 13 megawatts of green power. He has also tripled 
the program to replace water infrastructure. DC Water has been the recipient of almost every major award in the 
industry, including most recently, the 2016 US Water Prize for its resource recovery efforts. DC Water is also driving 
a robust innovations program, focused on customer engagement, vibrant social media, research and development, 
and in product development and licensing. Mr. Hawkins has also launched DC Water Works – a program to 
encourage local workforce hiring. He has held executive positions in state and municipal government, environmental 
and community groups, EPA, and private law practice. Mr. Hawkins has received many awards for his public service, 
including the 2014 Public Official of the Year Award from Governing Magazine, and Business Leader and Public 
Leader Awards from the DC Chamber of Commerce and DC Business and Industry Association.  
Mr. Hawkins graduated from Princeton University and Harvard Law School. Mr. Hawkins teaches Environmental Law 
and Policy at Princeton University. 

Michael A. Leon
Partner, Nutter McClennen & Fish, LLP

Michael A. Leon is a partner in the Real Estate and Finance Department, and a member of the Land Use group. His 
practice is concentrated in the areas of environmental, land use, zoning, municipal, and real estate law. Mr. Leon’s 
environmental practice includes the representation of municipalities, public authorities, and business entities in 
infrastructure development, wastewater regulation, water supply, wetlands and waterfront development, solid waste, 
and other regulatory matters. He represents several regional and municipal wastewater treatment facilities and 
systems in a broad range of federal and state regulatory matters, including permitting, enforcement and compliance 
issues, facility modifications, and inter-municipal agreements. Currently, Mr. Leon and his colleagues are representing 
parties in the MA Small Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) General Permit litigation, EAB matters, 
and modifications of Clean Water Act Consent Decrees. Mr. Leon has been a member of NAIOP The Commercial 
Real Estate Development Association’s Executive Committee, served as chair of the Regulatory Committee of the 
Massachusetts Clean Water Council, past chairman of the Boston Bar Association’s Solid Waste Committee, and is 
co-chair of the Private Bar Campaign of MetroWest Legal Services. He also serves on the Board of Save the Harbor/
Save the Bay.

Karla Sangrey, P.E.
Engineer-Director and Treasurer, Upper Blackstone Water Pollution Abatement District (UBWPAD) 

Karla Sangrey has worked for the UBWPAD since 2004 and is responsible for the overall administration and 
operation of the District. UBWPAD provides wastewater treatment to the City of Worcester and several surrounding 
communities, serving a population of about 230,000. UBWPAD’s advanced biological nutrient removal process 
produces a high-quality effluent to protect the water quality of the Blackstone River and the Narragansett Bay 
into which the Blackstone eventually discharges. Previously, Ms. Sangrey was a Principal with the consulting firm 
CDM Smith for 12 years. She holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Civil and Environmental Engineering from 
Cornell University and a Master of Science degree in Civil and Environmental Engineering from the University of 
Massachusetts Lowell. She is a registered Professional Engineer and a Massachusetts Grade 7 Wastewater Treatment 
Plant Operator. Ms. Sangrey is a member of the New England Water Environment Association (NEWEA) and the 
Massachusetts Water Pollution Control Association and serves on the advisory board of the Fiberglass Reinforced 
Plastics Institute. 

SPEAKERS (cont’d) 

Elizabeth J. Bradford, MS, ENV SP 
Global Technology Leader: Resilient & Sustainable Infrastructure Planning, CH2M

Ms. Bradford is the Global Technology Leader for CH2M’s Resilient & Sustainable Infrastructure Planning 
practice, which includes over 80 Envision Sustainability Professionals (ENV SPs). In this role, Ms. Bradford provides 
management consulting services to address client challenges, using a balanced business-case approach that 
provides for an organization’s economic resiliency and sustainability, while planning environmentally and socially 
resilient and sustainable projects and programs. Additionally, Ms. Bradford developed CH2M’s Resiliency and 
Sustainability Framework for infrastructure, which offers public and private sector planners a comprehensive program 
development and decision support system that provides for economic considerations. The framework elevates 
resilient and sustainable design principles to the program and organization level, ensuring consistent implementation 
across the portfolio of projects. Before joining CH2M, Ms. Bradford served seven years in the US Navy Construction 
Force (1994-2001), before pursuing a B.S. in Geology from the University of South Alabama, and an M.S. in 
Hydrogeochemistry from Dartmouth College. Her most recent publications include Making the Case for Increasing 
Public and Private Investments in Wastewater Treatment: The Importance of Integrating Effects on Natural Capital, and 
The Business Case for Natural Infrastructure.

Jeanette A. Brown
Research Assistant Professor, Manhattan College, Bronx, NY 

Jeanette Brown is a Research Assistant Professor at Manhattan College, Department of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering, and President of JJ Environmental. She is a registered Professional Engineer, a Board Certified 
Environmental Engineer, a Diplomate in the American Academy of Water Resource Engineers, and a past-president 
of the Water Environment Federation (WEF). Ms. Brown has over 20 years of experience in biological nitrogen 
removal. She was involved in the development of the Connecticut Nitrogen Trading program and served on the 
Trading Advisory Board for several years.

Melissa M. Carter, P.E., PMP
Vice President and Director of Project Management, MWH now part of Stantec 

Ms. Carter is a sustainable infrastructure advocate and project manager at Stantec. She has over 20 years of 
experience on a wide variety of water and wastewater infrastructure projects and programs. More recently, her focus 
has been on stormwater and sewer overflow abatement to improve the water quality of natural waterways. This is 
also Ms. Carter’s fourth year serving as the chair of the Committee on Sustainability for the Boston Society of Civil 
Engineers Section (BSCES).

Thomas Hamel
DPW Project Advisor, City of Chicopee

Tom Hamel serves part time as an advisor to the City of Chicopee’s Department of Public Works (DPW). Prior to his 
retirement in 2015, Mr. Hamel was the DPW Water Pollution Control Project Supervisor overseeing Chicopee’s NPDES 
permit, compliance projects, Phase II stormwater projects, flood control management efforts, and EPA Combined 
Sewer Overflow (CSO) consent decree projects. From 1988 to 2010, he served as Chief Operator for the City’s Water 
Pollution Control Facility. Mr. Hamel has an A.S. in Environmental Technology from Stockbridge College, a B.S. in 
Environmental Science from the University of Massachusetts Amherst, and is a Massachusetts Certified Operator 
Grade 7 and a New England WPC Collection System Grade 4.
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