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Dear Colleague:

MCWRS has been keeping municipal interests in the forefront in fiscal year 2019. Please join
us in continuing to change the landscape of the Massachusetts water resources regulatory and
policy making environment in fiscal year 2020.
Do questionable science, escalating costs with diminishing returns, increasingly stringent mandates,
aging and failing systems, and little or no financial assistance concern you? If so, please join the
Massachusetts Coalition for Water Resources Stewardship (MCWRS) – the voice for environmental,

social, and fiscal responsibility.
MCWRS advocates for sound and sensible solutions that protect the environment and public health
without bankrupting communities. We monitor and respond to policy and regulatory proposals and
actions that affect our members – proposals that entail added costs for communities. We call for
greater accountability from regulatory agencies and other stakeholders.
Some of MCWRS’ most notable activities in fiscal year 2019 have been related to proposed CSO
notification legislation in Massachusetts and the EPA’s Final MA Small MS4 General Permit. MCWRS
is leading the effort to make pending CSO notification legislation protective of public health while
being reasonable for NPDES CSO permittees to implement. We are briefing and educating state
legislators and others and have convened a statewide stakeholder group consisting of operators,
regulators, and river advocates. MCWRS continues to work with the Department of Justice, EPA and
other stakeholders in an effort to modify the current MA Small MS4 General Permit to be more
manageable for communities of all sizes and budgets. The National Association of Clean Water
Agencies (NACWA) thinks that this issue, which has gone into mediation, is so important that the
organization is now assisting MCWRS. These activities have increased awareness about communities’
concerns and constraints, while focusing on reasonable approaches to achieve goals.
MCWRS has actively advocated for the passage of legislation to delegate NPDES authority to
MassDEP. We strongly believe that having local regulators who are familiar with Massachusetts’
particular issues will benefit our municipalities and our local environment. We also strongly advocate
for reasonable regulations related to the Water Management Act, POTW reserve power, and other
extremely important matters for local governments. We have organized responses by leading
campaigns to encourage comment letters and attendance and testimony at legislative hearings.
MCWRS is an award-winning leader in the Commonwealth committed to making federal and state
water resources policies and regulations more holistic and environmentally and fiscally sustainable.
Our technical and legal experts help MCWRS navigate the ever-changing regulatory process and
effect change. Since MCWRS’ founding in 2009, we have become a recognized opinion leader,
representing the interests of communities throughout the Commonwealth. Organizations such as
the Massachusetts Municipal Association, the Center for Regulatory Reasonableness (Washington,
D.C.), MWWA, Water Infrastructure Alliance, and the Massachusetts Mayors Association turn to us
for guidance and support on key water resources issues. Instead of excluding communities from the
stakeholder process, legislators and regulators now actively engage with MCWRS to ensure
municipal voices are heard and interests are represented.
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MCWRS’ annual Symposium attracts over 100 people from New England and beyond to learn from national experts
and regional leaders about trends in water resources management. Board members represent MCWRS members’
interests on state commissions and committees, such as the Legislature’s Water Infrastructure Finance Commission,
and EOEEA’s Sustainable Water Management Initiative. Former Governor Deval Patrick recognized the Coalition’s
leadership status when he signed Chapter 259, An Act Improving Drinking Water and Wastewater Infrastructure. The
law designated the Coalition as a member of the Water Infrastructure Advisory Committee, which was established to
monitor the progress of closing the gap in funding for water, wastewater, and stormwater infrastructure.
We submit numerous comment letters and other correspondences on behalf of our members and appeal or
intervene in legal actions, when needed, such as the MS4 permit. We provide members with information and
resources to assist them in responding to critical regulatory and policy issues. Visit our website at www.mcwrs.org to
learn more.
This coming year, we will continue to identify ways to reduce the burden of water quality permitting while
protecting the environment and public health. We will track regulatory and policy issues to determine appropriate
strategic responses. We keep our members informed with social media, emails, and our website. We will keep
collaborating with like-minded organizations to advocate for changes that make the regulatory process more
responsible.
MCWRS has accomplished a great deal, but there is much more to do. With your help, we can create the change
that is necessary. We believe that speaking with one voice can make a difference and we hope you will join us. A
membership form and information are enclosed for your convenience.
Sincerely,

Philip D. Guerin, President
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Membership Information
The Coalition’s membership term is July 1 – June 30. Please complete the attached membership application and
submit it to Kate Barrett of Regina Villa Associates at kbarrett@mcwrs.org or by US Mail c/o Regina Villa Associates,
51 Franklin Street, Suite 400, Boston, MA 02110. We will notify you upon approval of your application by the
Coalition’s Board of Directors. For your information, the table below outlines the dues categories and amounts. Dues
for public agencies and affiliates are calculated based on population. Municipality dues are based on total population
of the community. Regional district/authority dues are based on population served. Dues for other member
categories are a flat rate.

Membership Categories:
•

Public Agency – members who treat and convey wastewater, drinking water, and/or stormwater (if more than
one municipal utility within a community provides these services, all may join under one membership in this
category), or municipalities served by a regional authority for drinking water, wastewater, or stormwater
treatment, where the regional authority is not a member.

•

Public Affiliate – members who are (1) utilities that only convey wastewater, drinking water, and/or stormwater
or (2) municipalities. An example of a Public Affiliate is a community that is served by a larger regional authority
to provide one or more services – drinking water, wastewater, or stormwater treatment – that could join in this
category, if the principal authority is a Public Agency member. If the principal authority is not a member,

the municipality may join as a full Public Agency member.
•

Consultant and Legal – corporations, limited liability partnerships, and similar organizations supporting the
Coalition’s mission, goals, and objectives.

•

Nonprofit Organization – organizations with municipal members who support the Coalition’s mission, goals,
and objectives, such as municipal stormwater coalitions.

•

Sustaining Business – entities whose core business is outside of the water and wastewater industry and who
support the Coalition’s mission, goals, and objectives.

•

Supporting – professional associations, regional planning organizations, educational institutions, and other
groups that support the Coalition’s mission, goals, and objectives.

•

Individual – students pursuing or exploring a career in water resources or retirees who worked in the water
resources management profession and who support the Coalition’s mission, goals, and objectives.

Membership Term July 1, 2019 through June 30, 2020
Population
Public Agency Dues
Public Affiliate Dues
> 1,000,000 - 3,000,000
$12,500
$6,250
> 500,000 - 1,000,000
$10,000
$5,000
> 200,000 - 500,000
$7,500
$3,750
> 100,000 - 200,000
$5,000
$2,500
> 50,000 - 100,000
$2,500
$1,250
10,000 - 50,000
$1,500
$750
< 10,000
$500
$250
$3,750
Consultant and Legal
$500
Nonprofit Organization
$500
Sustaining Business
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Supporting
Individual

$250
$50

*First time public agency and public affiliate members may receive a discounted rate of $500
for their first year.*
Benefits:
Every member receives the benefit of being part of a growing movement to make water resource policies and
regulations responsible and sustainable.
•

Public Agency, Public Affiliate, Consultant, and Legal members are entitled to:
o access to educational materials and opinion leaders;
o strategies in support for your community’s regulatory concerns;
o receive the Coalition’s email updates, reports, and other materials;
o be members of standing committees;
o access to the Members Only area of the website; and
o vote on matters before the membership.

•

Nonprofit Organization Boards of Directors are entitled to receive the Coalition’s email updates and other public
documents and attend the annual symposium at the member rate. Membership privileges in MCWRS do not
extend to non-board members.

•

Sustaining Business, Supporting, and Individual members are entitled to receive the Coalition’s email updates and
other public documents.
* Dues are payable at the beginning of the membership term and are not refundable. The Coalition is approved
as a 501(c)(4) non-profit organization.

Massachusetts Coalition for Water Resources Stewardship
c/o Regina Villa Associates | 51 Franklin Street, Suite 400 | Boston, MA 02110-1301
(617) 357-5772 | www.mcwrs.org | info@mcwrs.org

Membership Application
Please send your completed application form to:
Massachusetts Coalition for Water Resources Stewardship
c/o Regina Villa Associates
51 Franklin Street, Suite 400
Boston, MA 02110
If your application has been approved by the Board of Directors, we will send you an invoice for the dues
amount in the appropriate membership category.
Name of Organization or Individual: __________________________________________________________________________
Name of Organization’s Representative to MCWRS: _________________________________________________________
Title: _______________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________

City: ______________________________________ State: ______ Zip Code: ____________________
Phone: ___________________________________
Fax: ______________________________________
Email: ____________________________________________________________
If more than one municipal utility staff person would like to receive email updates, please provide the
name and contact information requested below.
Contact Name: ____________________________________________
Email: _______________________________________
Contact Name: ____________________________________________
Email: _______________________________________

Were you referred by a current MCWRS member? Yes ____ No ____
If so, please provide the person’s name and affiliation.
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Name: ___________________________________
Organization: _____________________________________________

If you have questions, please contact Kate Barrett of Regina Villa Associates at 617-357-5772 ext. 12 or
kbarrett@mcwrs.org.

* Dues are payable at the beginning of the membership term and are not refundable. The Coalition is
approved as a 501(c)(4) non-profit organization.
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